
Rosario Douglas short bio 
Norman, Oklahoma 

Rd501983@gmail.com 
 

Personal info:  Married to Michael W. Douglas since 1983 
  
 
Currently:   
 
Part-time translator for Norman Public Schools (Spanish-English) 
 
Editor of Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society newsletter, also webmaster 
and Vice-President.	
 
Degrees 
  
1992:  BS Environmental, Population, and Organismic Biology, University of Colorado 
  
1984:  BS English Literature, Florida State University.  Minor in Art History 
 
Other educational activities: 
 
1985:  Took a 4-month Commercial Arts course at Tallahasse Community College. 
 
Early 1981:  Passed the TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language), required to 
start university studies at Panama branch of Florida State University. 
 
1981:   One semester of intensive French for non-native speakers at the University of 
Montreal. 
 
1980-1981:  Studies English at McGill University in Montreal Canada in preparation for 
TOEFL.   
 
Languages:   Native Spanish speaker,  fluent in English.  Rudimentary knowledge of 
French, enough to communicate. 
 
Some relevant biology courses taken during the period 1985-present include: 
 
At Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL: 
 
Introduction to Botany 
Elementary Botany: Plants/Man 
Biology of Higher Plants 
Field Botany 
Economic Botany 
Principles of Ecology 



At Texas A&M, College Station, TX: 
 
Herpetology 
Plant Geography   
 
At University of Colorado, Boulder, CO: 
 
Advanced topics in Ecology 
Biogeography 
Tropical Ecology 
Mammalogy 
Parasitology 
Insect Biology 
Ornithology 
Environmental Systems - climate/vegetation 
Geographical Ecology 
 
At University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK: 
 
Birds of the World 
Invertebrate zoology 
 
Other courses 
 
Oklahoma City Community college 
 
Adobe Illustrator 
Photography 
Adobe Photoshop 
 
 
Other travel-associated activities: 
 
1990-2006  Logistical help for a variety of Meteorological field experiments and courses 
in Latin America (Mexico, 1990, 1993, 1995, 1996, 2004, Panama 2000, Bolivia 2001, 
2002-3, Panama, Mexico) and Africa (Senegal, Mauritania, Mali, 2006).  Help involved 
planning workshops, making travel and hotel arrangements and drafting 
communications with Latin American participants.  Extensive travel experience in Latin 
America.  Also extensive experience with translation of Meteorological materials from 
English to Spanish and sometimes from Spanish to English.  Also assisted with 
translation in real time during many of the courses/workshops offered by my husband in 
Latin America.  
 
Helped with training activities in South Africa in 2002, 2007 and 2015.   
 
 



Additional statement about my work history 
 
During the past 32 years I have helped with many of my husband’s work-related short 
courses/seminars and long periods of fieldwork overseas, especially in Latin America.  
In order for me to actively participate in many of these activities I chose to stay without 
full-time work to have complete flexibility with my time.  This allowed me to be a full-time 
participant and helper in numerous meteorological courses and field campaigns carried 
out in Latin America by my husband. 
 
Additional skills and experience 
 
Effective and rapid oral translation between Spanish and English:  I have been a 
Spanish translator for the Cleveland County school system since 2010.  I provide 
simultaneous translation from English to Spanish and vice-versa during meetings of 
various types that take place during the school year.  I have enough knowledge of 
French to carry out moderate communication. 
 
Able to touch type rapidly. 
 
Newsletter/Facebook:  I currently prepare a monthly digital newsletter for the Central 
Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society (COCSS) and have done so since October 
2011.  I am also in charge of the COCSS Facebook page. 
 
Personal Interests: 
 
Birding:  I developed a strong interest in birding after taking two Ornithology courses.  I 
have maintained a life list of birds I have seen since 1989. 
 
Traveling:  I enjoy hiking and looking for both plants and animals along the trails.   I also 
look for crafts during our travels.  Historical and architectural attractions are also part of 
my interests. 
 
Trip Advisor: To share my travel experiences I started writing reviews for Trip Advisor in 
2007 and since then I have written almost 600 reviews.  As of mid-2016 about 1.2 
million people have read my reviews in many countries.  
 
Reading:  I love to read literature from any country, but I am partial to works from 18th  
and 19th century England.  I also enjoy reading about nature and the environment and I 
enjoy reading about a particular country especially prior to a trip. 
 
Gardening:  I have maintained, during the past 11 years, two greenhouses full of cacti 
and succulents.  I take care of all the maintenance required including potting, cutting 
etc.   I also maintain a large home garden composed primarily of native perennial 
plants.  For the last 5 years I have been selling cactus and succulents, both individual 
plants and mini-dish gardens at the annual sale of our local cactus and succulent 
society. 



 
 
Cooking:  I have always enjoyed cooking and have been doing this since I was 8 years 
old.  I am able to improvise recipes depending on the local products to be found in a 
given area.  More recently, I have been baking bread and I have mastered the art of 
making pizzas.  I particularly enjoy trying out different foods and dishes and getting 
ideas for new recipes during our travels. 
 
Succulents:  I am an enthusiast of succulents.  I like growing them and I particularly like 
seeing them in habitat.  This is another reason to travel. 
 
Photography:  I enjoy taking pictures of people, places and landscapes. 
 
Pets:  I love cats and currently we have two cats named Fluffy and Panther. 
 
Music:  I enjoy different types of music including classical music.  I also like watching 
ballet. 
 
Exercise:   I am an avid exerciser.  I swim and walk almost daily and I lift weights as 
well.  
 


